Inside This Issue

The President’s Pen.......... 2
Photo Contest.............u.... 4
SE Region Conference........ 6
River of Grass Phase II....... 7
USFWS Awards........c....... 8
ECOEOU G S e e o 9
NWRA EIVER ciineisssmse: 11

Editor in Chief: Lance Warley

anends of the
=\ Arthur R. Marshall
Loxahatchee

National Wildlife Refuge

Envirothon 2010 at the Refuge

by Tom Poulson and Chris Lockhart

For the third time in the 19 years of its
existence, the Palm Beach County
Envirothon was hosted by the ARM
Loxahatchee NWR. This annual
environmental competition is spon-
sored and organized by Palm Beach
Soil and Water Conservation District
and NRCS. On Thursday, April 8th,

9 high schools participated with 113
students on 23 teams. Fifty-five volun-
teers helped with judging, grading,
feeding, running the six testing sta-
tions, and shepherding teams among
the stations every half hour.

Envirothon’s testing topics include
Aquatics, Forestry, Wildlife, Soils, and
a current issue, which in 2010 was
Protection of Ground Water through
Urban, Agricultural, and Environmental
Planning. Each station has oral, multi-
ple choice and fill-in-the-blank ques-
tions. Some questions require the
correct use of measuring instruments
and techniques. The questions are
developed by environmental profes-
sionals from local organizations and
agencies.

At each station, the teams discuss pos-

sible answers before they fill in their
answer sheets. Here are some sample
questions and the team winners:

Aquatics: Where is the Florida Aquifer
found? What is an example of an in-
vading non-native plant at the Refuge?
Team winner: “Eco-Team Go” from
G-Star School of the Arts.

Forestry: What is the name of this tag-
ged tree? How is this dichotomous key
used to identify this tagged tree? Team
winner: “Waterlogged” from Jupiter.

Wildlife: What is the percent of threat-
ened wetlands in Florida? What are
the animal species for these four
skulls? Team winner: “Eco Team Go”
from G-Star School of the Arts.

Soil: What is the hydro-period that forms
muck soils? Why are soils subsiding in
the Everglades Agricultural Area? Team
winner: “Outrageous Octopi” from Jupiter.

Protection of Groundwater: What are the
major threats to groundwater in south
Florida? Team winner: “El Equipo
Verde” from Suncoast.

Before the competition, the teams had
to develop an action project. On Enviro-
thon day, they present it as an exhibit in
poster format and answer questions by
judges. The topic has to involve

Continued on Page 3

Before the teams rotate among testing stations, Chris Lockhart
gives them their ‘marching orders’. Photo by Tom Poulson.



From The President’'s Pen

by Steve Horowitz

Hello Friends: Everglades-the biggest and best ever, go to:

no doubt due in large part to guest http://www.loxahatcheefriends.com/
It's been 6 months since our last news- Presenters Clyde Butcher and Kenn TEMP_Art_Contest.pdf
letter and much has occurred. The Kaufman.

June - This edition of Gator Tales
March - The NWRA Rally-on-the-Hill completed.
January - The Everglades Coalition's i1 Wash. D.C. and the Photo Contest . .
25th Anniversary Conference at PGA  Awards Reception (*). Again, our All the events listed above involve
National hosted by the Marshall Found- bPiggest and best ever. major efforts from many individuals and
ation including an exclusive field trip again | would like to thank those who
to Loxahatchee. We also hosted the April - Envirothon (*) at Loxahatchee ~ work so hard on behalf of the Refuge.

highlights follow.

Friends of the Florida Refuges Confer- and the SE Regional Friends of the Some of the items above were discussed
ence that same weekend. Later that Refuges Conference in Crystal River(*). in the previous newsletter and those
month we held our Annual Meeting with with an (*) are discussed in these pages.
guest speaker Dr. Len Berry and ann-  May - The SE Regional Director's
ounced the formation of the Jay Awards (*) in Atlanta and the Ever- The Friends web site is located at:
Brenner Memorial Fund. Contributions 9lades Summit in D.C. Reconstruction hitp://www.loxahatcheefriends.com/
are still being accepted (make your of the Cypress Swamp Boardwalk
check payable to the Friends...). commences. Announcement of our See you around and about.

new juried art contest Loxahatchee
February - Everglades Day -Arts in the Visions. For the rules and entry form, Steve 561-637-9751

Ye Loxahatchee
Gift Shoppe

by David Lurie

A well kept secret of our new Visitor
Center is the Gift Shop. It is run by the
Friends of Loxahatchee NWR volunteers
and is a non-profit business. Funds from
the shop are used for the betterment of
the Refuge and many other environmen-
tal activities.

Step in and take a look. We have newly
designed T shirts, stuffed cuddly animals,
talking birds, the finest compilation of
adult nature books anywhere, as well as
children’s books, toys and all sorts of gift
items that will help you remember your
visit to the Refuge.

All items in the shop have been select-
ed to reflect the Refuge’s flora and
fauna.

Hawk with Stick by Michael Rosenbaum
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