Everglades Day 2011

Please join us for the 12th Annual Ever-
glades Day Festival on Saturday, Febru-
ary 12, 8am-4pm. There will be presen-
tations, exhibits, food, music, dance,
guided canoeing, nature/bird walks, pho-
tography walks, and trail hikes. Every-
thing will be related to the 2011 theme:
“Foreverglades.”

There will be staff presentations, dis-
plays, educational material, and demon-
strations, including: fisheries, biology
and "fish shocking," water quality hydrol-
ogy, exotic animal and plant control, and
bus tours to the Strazzulla Marsh.

The main event, a demonstration of a
major tool for controlling exotic vegeta-
tion and dense undergrowth, will be a
Prescribed Burn.

The burn demonstration will be conduct-
ed by Jon Wallace and Grant Gifford,
Loxahatchee's Prescribed Fire Special-
Ists. Jon and Grant will be stationed
near the helicopter on the south side of
the canal parking lot so that visitors can
Inspect the equipment.

The burn will take place on 220 acres
north of the boat ramp in Compartment
A. As the helicopter flies in to drop the
fire starters, visitors will have an excel-
lent vantage point from the levee to ob-
serve the burn.

In addition to the other activities, an ex-
pedition of canoeists sponsored by the
Marshall Foundation will make the long
journey from Grassy Waters Preserve to
Loxahatchee.

Representatives and staff from many
Florida Refuges have been invited to
participate, including: Ding Darling,
Cedar Key, Panther, Key Deer, Pelican
Island, Hobe Sound and Dry Tortugas
National Park.

The theme and T-shirt logo was created
by Ken Henry, a Senior last year at
Boynton Beach's South Tech Academy.
Ken’s entry was chosen as part of a
county wide K-12 competition spon-
sored by the PBC Cultural Council to
create images honoring the 25" Annual
Everglades Coalition Conference.

Over 300 entries were submitted. Ken's
"digital graphic medium" was a perfect
fit for this year's theme. Shirts with the
graphic are now on sale at the Visitor
Center.

There will be special events and games
and trail walks for children and their
families. Everyone can enjoy the new
Visitor Center exhibits. A wide selection
of items will be available in the exhibit
tent and Gift Store, including T-shirts,
hats, postcards, stuffed animals, pup-
pets, and books.

- "Foreverglades”

by Kay Larche

Native butterfly gardens are located in
front and in back of the Visitor Center.
The renovated Cypress Swamp Board-
walk is now completely accessible.

This is an event you and your family will
not want to miss. Everything except
food is free. Parking is available on US
441 at Monte's Packing Company. Shut-
tle buses will provide transportation
from Monte's. Within the Refuge, there
will be Trolley Trams from point to point.

Please check these websites after
January 1, 2011 for a complete sched-
ule of the day's activities, times and
p|ElEES' www.fws.gov/loxahatchee
............. oxahatcheefriends.com and
www.auduboneverglades.org or con-
tact the Refuge at 561-734-8303.
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From The President’s Pen

As I approach the end of my
second year as Friend's President
I am encouraged by the tangible
progress being made in Ever-
glades preservation and restora-
tion. The "Site 1 Impoundment
Project"” which commenced along
the southeastern Refuge border
October 29 is only one tangible
example. See the photograph on
this page from the air showing the
Fran Reich Preserve before work
got under way.

The new "Loxahatchee Visions"
art contest has been a huge suc-
cess. Twenty-three artists submit-
ted thirty-nine entries and the
winners are pictured on pages 4
and 5. The show remains hanging
in the auditorium until January 4%
for you to enjoy and purchase if
you wish. The new Novice (Youth)
category only elicited four enties
from two artists but they are ex-
cellent. Congratulations Kyle and
Megan and keep painting!

by Steve Horowitz

Our first ever theatre party to the
November 21 matinee production
of CANE commissioned and pro-
duced by Florida Stage was a
great success. All reserved tickets
were sold, all had a great time,
and the Friends raised $150 to
boot. Hope you can join us next
season.

Elsewhere in this issue please
note articles on the upcoming Ev-
erglades Coalition Conference
being held January 6-9 in Weston;
our 12* annual Everglades Day
Festival being held here February
12; and the Charlie Pierce book
series now in our Gift Shop.

The Gift Shop Committee has
greatly expanded the offerings so
you are sure to be able to find
holiday gifts for kids, grandkids,
and loved ones. And of course
members always get a 10% dis-
count.

Aerial transportation by Bill Tison;
Photo by Lance Warley

Bee by Alan Crutcher

Upcoming Events: Our annual Pho-
tography Contest is underway.
Rules and entry forms are at the
Visitor Center front desk and on
www.loxahatcheefriends.com.
Deadline for entries is Friday, Feb-
ruary 25, 2011. Last year's won-
derful photos are inside our 2011
calendar which you are receiving
along with this issue of Gator
Tales. So photographers, polish
your lenses and good shooting!

And finally our Annual Meeting and
Election will be held Sunday, Janu-
ary 23, 1:00 PM in the Visitor
Center. There will be a surprise
presentation to delight and enthrall
you, and afterwards get to meet
and chat with the Friends BOD
over canapes and wine.

Let me close by saying that the
more time I spend at the Refuge,
the more I am in awe of the in-
credibly talented staff and the
amazingly dedicated volunteers
who work here together side by
side. If you would like to help and
can spare a few hours a week give
me a call-I know that all who are
reading this have special skills that
are needed. I guarantee to find
you a comfortable niche in which
to use them for the benefit of the
Refuge and for your personal satis-
faction.
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The Adventures of Charlie Pierce:
The American Jungle and The Last Egret

Book Reviews by Tom Poulson

Both of these wonderful children’s
books are authored by Harvey E Oyer
lll, illustrated by James Balkovek, and
published by Middle River Press.

The Introduction of The American
Jungle (2008) says, “This book tells the
story of South Florida’'s early pioneer
history through some of the real-life ex-
periences of Charles Pierce. Pierce’s
adventures as a young boy were re-
corded in diaries that he maintained
throughout his life. The diaries were
later consolidated into a manuscript.

To write this book, the author, who is the
great-grandnephew of Charlie Pierce,
utilized that manuscript, as well as sto-
ries passed down through five genera-
tions of his family.” This book covers the
period from 1872 to 1876 of the Pierce
saga.
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| agree with all the reviews | have read,
which include those by noted conserva-
tionists, that both books are wonderful
and agree with those who rated it five
stars. Sample quotes are the following.
“Wow! What a great book for all ages!”
“A fast-paced adventure that will capture
the imagination of young and old alike.”

“It is a wonderful history lesson as well
as a lesson on the importance of pro-
tecting Florida’s unique natural environ-
ment.”

In both books, the chapter titles capture
the coming adventure. The many extra-

ordinary pen and ink drawings capture
central pieces of the story. The

prose and drawings give us accurate
depictions of fauna, from no-see-ums
and cockroaches to rat snakes and pan-
thers, and the mores, habitation, and
clothing of pioneers and Seminoles.

The prose accurately describes plant
communities and how they change dra-
matically over short distances and in
only a few feet of water depth. We read
about the change from flesh-ripping
sawgrass, to buttressed cypress with
tall knees, to huge spreading oaks on
the largest tree islands and hammocks.

Each chapter is self-contained and ab-
sorbing. Each has at least one funny in-
cident that will make adults and kids
smile. And each wonderfully describes
real places and real events. Finally,
Charlie’s narration always hints of up-
coming surprises that keep the reader
engrossed.

Development of the main characters is
another strong part of the books. The
building friendship with Seminole Tiger
Bowlegs is a delight. Mama worries that
Charlie will “...turn into a little Indian”
so she home-schools him with reading,
writing, and arithmetic.

Papa comments that Charlie is going to
“...think like a white man but live like a
Seminole.” He tells Charlie that the
Seminoles know how to live with the
land, not against it, and that he is lucky
to learn from a real Indian.

The American Jungle is a series of mini
adventures from 1872 to about 1876. It
starts with the arrival of Charlie’s family
in south Florida and their frequent
moves that are caused by his Papa’s
wanderlust, hurricanes, and a fire. After
their first house burns down, they move
to Jupiter to help take care of the light-
house.
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When a ship gets wrecked on the rock
reef by the lighthouse many families of
Seminoles show up. This is when Char-
lie meets his long-time friend to be Tiger
Bowlegs. Tiger's tutelage adds to
Charlie’s already considerable expertise
in sailing, hunting, fishing, and natural
history learned from his Papa.

The Pierces survive a horrific hurricane
huddled under their skiff. Another hurri-
cane, scarily described and illustrated,
removes sand from the beach and ex-
poses an old Spanish wreck and a trea-
sure chest full of gold doubloons. This
segues into The Last Egret (2010).

The Last Egret is longer and, in my
opinion, better. It covers less than a
year, primarily a five week trip in search
of snowy egret plumes. It includes an in-
teresting addendum about the real
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The Last Egret

Book cover photos by Tom Poulson

Charlie Pierce and a brief synopsis
about the author.

The story starts with Charley’s parents
arguing about having to sell their home
due to financial hardships. Charlie sug-
gests a plan to help, which his parents
veto. But Charlie is not daunted.

Charley and his friends secretly set sail
for Biscayne Bay and the Everglades.
They find several bird rookeries and kill,
skin, and preserve the egrets and
herons with their valuable plumes.
Charley and his friends are distressed

Continued on Page 9
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